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Miliar 
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peoples Rome 
find Tadtus' Annales pr()tol!.IDCll' 

ask why he made 
as he does: "But let no-one COlnpare 
those 

will 

gra.tenll to of for the of 
to g;i.ve on 

N(JiV~lnbler 17, 1997, and Princeton University, it was given 
Mag!e Lecture on March 1998. This parer represents the 

text the lecture as given, addition 0 a few footnotes 
containing essential references. There is a mass of further evidence, 
old and new, to the res publica of the first century and 
I to return to topic in more detail elsewhere. 

Ann. 32, 1: "sed nemo annales nostros rum scnptura eorum 
veteres Romani res composuere . 
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expressed 
res gestae 

if".o."If'ln1'll'''!;r BC. 

in 

Aulus Noct. Att. 18. 

115 

caJn"D'ai~ms on not 
''1TO~''_!''iI'\t''_'U~'''''''' 4: These are some 

to discern what 

Annales how Tacitus has 
exchanges what is more, as long 
been known, he edited and re-written the speeChes for 
insertion in his own narrative. I to the two 
classic cases where we have 
and also its ret:'res;entanon, 

See 31,1: "Nel'one iterum L. Pisone consulibus pauca 
cui libeat fundamentis et 

arrrpl1tiili:eatri Martis Caesar 

See e.g. Ann. 29, 

Romani 
urbis 

R. S~e, 'Tactus: Some Sources of his Information', 72 (1982), 
68 = Roman Papers N (1988), 199. 

Ann. XI, 23-5. See esp. M.T. 
Hindsight', CQ 32 (1982), 

404. 

POOy, Epp. 29 and 6 found in paras. 
6-7 and 13); Ann. XII, 53. 
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10 

main stage an which 
takes place, 

following . 
..,n""r1lIr>'"U of aut'Ocr,acy 

recent evidence gives us and 
Tacitus' concentration a1 

are res 

Ann. rv. 34. 

Ann. 71. 

as a Political Idea at Rome the late 
!f,J""'''''I'''...,r"ro (1950). 

Tadtus calls 

117 

in 
think a real one, that as a result of 

the 
we the 

reference is to massive O~;lli(:a 

11 67-8; 84-6 (Vitellius); 70-2; 53 
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12 

13 

was no '\l"Ii"ll.r.:)'\l"Ii"llI~ 

prl:>m:lS€~d1. to restore the 
speaking in 

of Sejanus, and 
...,~~''''-.. , .... be set up in the 

13 

,""",,c,''1I'\I-,u 'n lato orientale del Foro Romano' Arctos 21 
sud-orientale del Romano 

'fYla;n'n~,CT1ttn inedito Boni (1991); T. P. ~:'~"I::I!n 
the resplendent Aemilii', in H.D. Jocelyn 

(1993), 181; LTUR I (1993), 5.'0'0. 4Basilica 
'Basilica Fulvia'. 

Ann. 72. 

Developments in the 
Augusitan Period', in F. E. (eds.), caesar Augustus: 

(1984), 129 = W. Eck, epigrafia, prosopografia e 
crrrf7Pl'llt"l070 (1996), 271. 

119 

15 

attention to 
memorialisation in 
was not in an innovation 
which was 16 So too 

23a 

lS Ann. 57. 

See esp. G. Alfo1dy, unci die Inschriften: Tradition und 
Innovation. Die Geburt Epigraphik', Gymnasium 98 
(1991), 289; idem, Studi augustea e tiberiana di Roma 
(1992). 

16 

17 Ann. IV. 15, 1-3. 

Ann. XIII, 30,4. For the esp. W. 'Die Familie der 
Volusii Satumini in neuen aus Lucus f Hermes 

18 

100 (1972), S. Pandera in M.T. Boatwright et al., I Volusii 
Saturnini: romana della eta imperiaZe (1982), 83f. 
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21 

G. L' archivo dei I (1992). 22 

20 49. 23 

tnt:mrlat mc~unteol to 
with the priests for the meal.23 

Ann. I, 75, 1, see Tib.33. 

Ann. 2; Div. Claud. 18. 

~ue!tonius, Viv. Clo.ud. 33. 

121 

it 
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24 

25 

we 

in 
lUl'lSO.1ctlon in 

the 
are 

lmitana: A New Copy of the Flavian 
76 (1986), 147. The tfuee r.fI.ain texts are 

Gonzalez, Bronces juridicos romanos 
(Imitana); IOU. (Salpensana); 

::naren.slS, see nn. 41-2 below. The section is 

26 

27 

28 

168 (Drusus); 176 (GelrmaJ:Ucus). 
les statues de et 

97 (1985), 799. 

F. Miliar, 'Imperial Ideology in the Tabula Siarensis' 
(ed.), Estudios sabre la Tabula Siarensis (1988), 11. 

RG27. 

123 

Gonzalez 
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None the less, as the narrative progresses, comes to 
a number of occasions crowd even'l7'llil'lIla:=t1"iii" 

29 Ann. I, 7-8. 

Even here, however, he is selective. If I 
it is odd how 

attacking 
Senate, a 
Senate, praising 

125 

forgery, that 
made without his as a passive 

30 

31 

32 

33 

nUlro:r of points in 
IDS,tartCe; DO'DUlar .,..,.,.,....,,\-"'~,""<" seemed 

and his 

"VJ~u..I.'C::;.II." were sent out to 
res,tOl:ed. to her position.33 

Tadru.s force 
DOWE~rhll! is the account of the news of 

in AD 19, the SUD.:;eQtlen.t 

NH 60/121-2. 

NH 68/145. 

Ann. 3-4. 

Ann. 6-61, 2. 
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So with course even overtones, in pages 
Tacitus in book of the Ann-ales. News comes that Gernnanieusis 

and rumOUIS circulate play: for like 
because they had mO'llgjlt 

Romanus. 
was so actual news his 

edictum 
spontaneous aaopnon 

were and houses dosed'. 

34 For the comparison see the illuminating remarks by Jasper and 
Miriam Griffin, 'Show care, Ma/am', New YorK Review of 

Oct. 9, 1997, 29, Omnibus 35 Ganuary, 1998), 1. 

35 Ann. 82,1-4. 

36 

37 

The streets 

127 

one 
LIl."",,.,--a.,,L.Il to mention the 

puol1l;ne'a in 1996, an ancestor 

resume 

Ann. rn, 1-4. The passage is ch. 4. 

Ann. ill, 5; R Flower, Ancestor Masks and Aristocratic Power in 
Roman Culture (1996). 
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not condemn him. use 
took statues Piso to the and 

the 

trial a committed suJt.cJtoe. 
narrative then devotes several paragraphs to SUlbsequ'eIlt 

senatorial to dissociating his 
and his hvo sans from their alleged 

status.41 

ld.eOlogy 

38 Ann. 6. 

39 Ann. 9-18. 
40 Ann. 5-6. 

Ann. 16-18. 

.129 

actual voting 

Ue<:emLber AD 19, is a 
single is from a few 

in two separate 
dttterlent countries several decades 
text are on 
found in Tuscany, 
part CODle5 

bronze 

we saw cities 
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to up 'in as prC)llUneIlt 

will not 

42 Fr. (b t Col. It 26-7, trans. Crawford. 

43 uo:nza!ez, 'Tabula Siarensis, Fortunales Siarensis 
Romanorum', ZPE 55 55; AE 1984, 

\.:JrOJnzalez, op. cit. 24), no. 11. 

M. H. Crawford Roman Statutes I-ll (1996), nos. 37-8 
pp. 507-543). 

131 

IVVI...Il1.1!.lU::u. vote. 

'!"d.!\JU'!"d. Hebana had 
that the new 

is no 
arr;an~:em.eI1ts; and SeC(mal 

being voted (decretz) 
One most Sm.Kll1lli?:: tE!atulIes 

in Uecelnb~~r 

4S Pliny, Pan. 63, 2: 'vidit te Romanus in ilia vetere 
potestatis suae sede; illud carm.en comitiorum'; 
92, 3: .ttua voce idem. honoribus nostris 
suffragator in in campo existeres'. Cassius Dio 
XXXVII, 28, 3; 20,4. 

Ann. If l-

E.g. Tabula L. Valerius MessaHa 
Volesus, Cn. tulerunt'. 
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48 

49 

ina 

orrl('P---liln the first occasion 
notice of two or 

hor"l.ours for 

account him 

Tabula fr. col. ll. 27-9, trans. Crawford. 

A. Caballos, F. Femandez, Das senatus consultum de·. en, 
(Vestigia 48, 1996). Note also the parallel 5parrlsh 

Caballos, W. Eck, F. Fernandez, El <<ienado consulto» 
de Cne. padre (1996). See now also the extended~ssiori, 
with an English translation of the text, by M. Griffin, The SenateS 

133 

to 
he 

who 
con:SUle. given that in all matters a 

to Tiberius Augustus 

as 
never before that in 

50 

51 

Ann, IT, 43, 2: 'tunc decreto Germa.nico provindae 
quae mari dividuntur, quoque adisset, quam lis 
qmsorteaut~upnndP~ob1JnE~rart. 

Senatus ll. 32-5: "neelecta I maiestate domus Aug(ustae), 
neclecto etiam iure rublicO, adlect(us) pro co(n)s(ule) et ei pro 
co(n)s(ule), de quo lex ad lata esset, ut in quamcumq(ue) 
provindam venisset, imperium ! quam eit qui earn 
provindam proco(n)s(ule) optinaet, -esset, dum in omrri re maius 
nnperi I urn Ti. Caesari Aug(usto) quam Gennanico Caesari esset'. 
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1. ID Literature (1947) 

2. 
The his '-.I..I.";Jl.~1.i:l' 

3. 

concentration on the does tend to 
obscure aspect now was. 
"'Cl"~""'~""'''''' Tacitus is still essential. But we can now or 

4. Sir J - • 

The Initiation Aeneas (1955) 

narrative to encounter new texts we can 
can also powerful evocations 

objective reports, 
5. 

The Lh,U"a(:ter 

and 

6. 
..."' ....... """.u..p;., a Satire (1965) 

7. E. Daala..Il 

Lucius -The 

8. 

9. .....,., .... -----
hannerlln2: to of 

S2 que~tic.n from the narrative account 
steps to the accession of 

Jose~h'l.:l.S; Ant. Jud. XIX, 1, 1-4, 6 (1-273). See 
disc:uss:ion, trarn.s!ajjon and by T. P. Wiseman., 

1991). 

10. Professor K. 
Metnold. in LD,oa.sm 


